Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LIBREV01174 141252Z 
ACTION OPIC-06 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-00 EB-07 COME-00 TRSE-00 AID-05 
OMB-01 /030W 

141801Z 001469/62 

R 141216ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9321 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATANANARIVO 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIBREVILLE 1 174 

E.O. 11652:NA 
TAGS: EFIN GB 

SUBJECT: OPIC ANALYSIS OF N-REN PROJECT 

REE: STATE 98009 

1. EMBOFF VISTED PORT GENTIL MAY 13 AND SPOKE 

TO NEW N-REN DIRECTOR CLAUDE MARUEL. ACCORDING TO 
MAUREL, CONSTRUCTIONIS PROCEEDING ON SCHEDULE, 

MACHINERY HAS ARRIVED, AND PLANT SHOULD BE OPERATIONAL 
IN EARLY 1978 WITH ANNUAL PRODUCTION 
CAPABILITY OP SIXTY MILLION TONS. EMBOFF SAW PLANT 
LOCATION, ADJACENTO SOGARA REPINERY, WITH 

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVELY UNDERWAY AND WITH EQUIPMENT ON SITE. 

2. MAUREL MENTIONED NO DIFFICULTIES WITH GOVERNMENT 
OF GABON ASIDE FROM QUESTION OF CUSTOMS DUTY 

ON EQUIPMENT IMPORTED FROM AUSTRIA. SOGARA AND 
COGER REFINERIES WILL SUPPLY NAPHTHA AND PUEL OIL. HIS 
GREATEST PROBLEMS ARE WITH ELF GABON AS PARTNER IN 
GABOREN PROJECT: MAI JR FT. INDICATED THE ELF PEOPLE ARE 
DIFPICULT TO DEAL WITH. 
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3. GABOREN PROJECT IS CAPTIALIZED AT US DOES 6.4 MILLION 
WITH 35PCT HELD BY N-REN AND APPROXIMATELY 33PCT AND 31 PCT 
BY GOG AND ELF GABON RESPECITVELY. MINISTER OP MINES 
MBOUY-BOUTZIT IS PRESIDENT OF GABOREN BOARD. TOTAL VALUE 
OF PROJECT IS US DOES 27 MILLION OF WHICH US DOES 15 
MILLION INVESTED IN EQUIPMENT. MAUREL INDICATED THAT FINANCING 
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WAS ARRANGED THROUGHAUSTRIAN SOURCES. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE IE MORE INFORMATION 
REQUIRED. DEJARNETTE 
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